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From Idle Wells to Production Wells
Russia is one of the world’s largest concentrations of oil and gas resources. While there are immense
opportunities that exist in drilling for new oil, some of the greatest potential exists in idle well re-entry.

For reasons that range from inadequate technology to the
unstable political environment in the late 1980s, there are
almost 45,000 idle wells in Russia1 and more than 400 mil-

lion tons of oil reserves across the country.2 With oil at upwards
of $40/bbl, Russia represents more than $1 trillion of potential
revenue, in today’s dollars, for the operator who can return an
idled well again into a producing well.

Vast technology improvements have been made in recent years
that enable idle wells to now be effectively harvested. Proven and
readily available directional drilling and formation evaluation
technologies provide operators a robust and reliable solution for
idle well re-entry drilling programs. By utilizing a cost effective
drilling solution that provides dependable and accurate measure-
ments over the lifetime of the well, an operator can successfully
extract additional resources from sites that had previously
believed to be depleted.

GE Energy offers a comprehensive suite of solutions for well
re-entry, including Measurement While Drilling (MWD), MWD
with Gamma, and the Centerfire™ Resistivity Extension. Fully
retrievable and reinsertable, GE Energy’s MWD system is efficient
and low-maintenance, designed for easy transportation and
assembly. Precise formation evaluation capabilities can be
obtained by adding the Centerfire Resistivity Extension and 
further enhanced with the addition of the Gamma Module. 
GE Energy delivers fully customizable, flexible solutions for easy
retrieval even in challenging re-entry conditions.

Drilling technique also is a key aspect of successful re-entry

drilling programs. GE Energy provides training by the industry’s
best experts, available in the classroom or at the wellsite, to ensure
that operators maximize drilling system benefits. Flexible financ-
ing options are available to operators around the world, enabling
GE Energy to provide customized drilling solutions with rugged
and reliable MWD, resistivity, and gamma technologies for the
development of idle fields.

From sensors to innovation, GE Energy’s exploration and pro-
duction technology is your solution for idle well re-entry drilling.
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